Progress toward measles elimination--European Region, 2005--2008.
In 2002, the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Committee for the European Region (EUR) revised earlier targets to eliminate indigenous measles and achieve rubella control by resolving to 1) eliminate both diseases in EUR member states by 2010, using a combination of routine and supplementary immunization strategies, and 2) monitor progress toward this goal through improved surveillance. This report summarizes progress toward measles elimination during 2005--2008 and updates a previous report from 2005. In 2005 and 2006, large-scale outbreaks occurred in the eastern EUR member states. However, in 2007 and 2008, overall measles incidence in EUR declined to a historic low of <10 cases per 1 million population, with the majority of cases reported from Western Europe. During 2005-2007, routine vaccination coverage with 1 dose of measles-containing vaccine (MCV) among children aged 12--23 months in EUR reached a high of 93%-94%, up from 90%-91% during 2000-2004. Nevertheless, two major challenges to measles elimination remain: 1) suboptimal vaccination coverage in many countries, which has led to continued outbreaks and the resurgence of indigenous measles in some Western European countries, and 2) setbacks with implementation of supplementary immunization activities (SIAs) in Eastern Europe in 2008. Achieving the measles elimination goal by 2010 will require 1) development of approaches to sustain and increase vaccination coverage, 2) promotion of effective outbreak prevention and control measures, and 3) further strengthening of surveillance.